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No.H. l 1 0l 8/l /2020-CEO

To

Sir.

All Districl Election Officers.
Mizorom.

Doled Aizowl, the l5ttr Motch, 2021.

Yours foithfully,

FAQs on voting lhrough poslol bollol by Absentee Volers in lhe
colegory of Senior Cilizens, pwDs ond COVID-I9 suspecl or
offecled persons - rcgd.

With reference to the obove subject. I om directed to forword
herewith o copy of Election commission of lndio's letter No. s2/2021 /sDR/vol.l
doted l3rtt Morch,2021 olong with its enclosed FAes ond clorificotion for your
informotion.

wn4

( DAVTD t. PACHUAU )
Joint Chief Eleclorol Officer.

Mizorom : Aizowl.

Enclo : As stoted.
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nirvachan S Ashok Road, New Dclhi- l l0 001
No. 5212021/SDRTVO L.I Dated: l3h March,202l
To,

subject: FAQs on voting through postal ballot by Absentee Voters in the category of SeniorCitizens, pwDs and COVID- 19 suspect or affected persons -regarding.

The Chief Elecroral Ollticer of
all States/Union Tenitories.

Ref:

Sir,

I am directed lo invite your reference to the Commission,s letter of even number
dated 2nd February 202r whereby guidelines for voting tfuough postrr ballot by Absentee
voters in the category of Senior citizens, pwDs and covrD-lg suspect or affected persons
were issued' In view of the various queries raised in this regard, a set of FAQs and
clarifications in this regard is enclosed.

2' The FAQs may be circulated to all DEos, Retuming officers, officers connected to
elections and the political pades based in your State, for their information.

3. Kindly acknowledge receipt.

Yours faithful

(Ab hek Tiwari)

Commission's letters (l) No. 52l2020lSDRrvol.l dated 28rh September 2O2O (2)letter No. 52t2O20N ol.t dqed 2grh September 2O2O and (3) No.52l202llSDRNol.l leuer dated 2"d February 202i.

,ff, Under Secretary
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FREoUENTLY ASKEI) UESTIONS
Sub:- Poslal Ballot facility in the category ofebgentee voters.

Ql. Who is entitled to avei

Ans. rn pursuance 
"r,n" ";'r:::IJ.'J#il.#ff?:ffi;r, and the conductof Ercctions (Amendment) Rures, 2020 read wirh the Erection commission,s decision datedI6th July' 2020, the fo'owing categories of Absentee voters have been given the facirity ofvoting through postal ballot (pB) paper :

(i) Senior cirizens (above 80 years ofagc),
(ii) persons with disabirity flagged in the erecroral roll database,(iiD COVID 19 suspect or affected persons, and;
(iv) persons emproyed in essential services (rn consultation with the central &

state Go't" cEo provide the lisr of bssential services and then commission
issues the Notification)

Q2' what is the f,'orm in which thc application for postal ballot by an absentee votcrcan bc made and whcre one can gct copy ofthat Form?
Ans, The application for postal ballot can be madc
downloaded from the website of Eleclion Commission

in Form-I2D. The Form can be

-I n- t-
. Besides, the

details given
Booth Level Ofii

by the Rctuming

cers will distribute copy ofForm_l2D to abscntee voters as per
Officer of the conccmed constituency.

Q3. Which authority issues postal ballot lo absentec voters?
Anr' Retuming officer of the constituency will issue postal ballot on the basis of Form-l2D received from an absentee voter. The crector who has appried for postar ba,ot and whoseparticurars are found to be correct in the erectorar ro, arong with other requirements, shalr beissued postar ba'ot paper. The said postal ba,ot paper wi, be handed over by the poring

officer visiting the residence of absentee voter. r'he postal ba,ot paper wilr not be sent to thc
absentee voter by any other means. Marking ofvote on the postar ba.llot paper by the absentee
voter should be done without any influcnce.

(https;/hci.qov.iffi
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Q4' what are the conditions which a person wrth Disability has to furfi, to avairfacility of postal ballot?

Ans' To avail facility of postal ballot paper, a person with Disability has to fulfill the
following conditions:-

(i) He should be flagged as person with Disab ity (pwD) .in the e.lectoral rorl
database, and

(ii) He needs to submit a copy of benchmark disability certificate issued by
appropriate govemment alongwith Form-l2D.

Q5- What are the steps invorved in the postrr barots for Absentec voters in thc
cetegories of Sr. Citizens, pwD and Covid-19 suspecUeffected,

Als' step r- BLo w,l visit to the houses of the absentce voters in category of AVSC,
AVPD and AVC., as per dctairs provided by rhe Ro, and deriver Form r2D ro rhe concemed
elector and obtain acknowledgements from them.

step 2- Thereafter, the BLo wi[ colrect the filled-in-Form l2D from the house of the electoi,
who opt for it, within five days of the notification and deposit with the Ro forthwith.

step 3- on receipt of apprication in Form-r2D, the Ro wilr draw a lisr in the format
prescribed by the Commission of all Absentee Voters in lhe 3 categories, i.e. (a),AVSC,, (b)
'AVPD' and (c) AVC., whose applications have been received in time and are in order.

step 4- AIr the erectors, whose particurars with reference to the erectorar rolr have been found
to be correct' sha' be issued postar baror paper as Absentee voters in the category ofAVSC
and AVPD. In case of Absenlee Voters belonging to the category of COVIDJS (AVCO),
before issuing F.RM I2D the Ro wilr check ce(ificate of competent authority, duly
appointed by the state Government/ur administration to the effect that the erector is under
home quarantine or institutional quarantine due to COVID_19.
step 5- The team of polring officials arong with micro observcr sha, visit the erectors at the
address mentioned in their application in Form l2D for facititating their voting by postar
ballot paper.



Step 6- Identity of the elector sha, be verified and erectors sha, be briefed by rhe po,ingoflicials about the voting procedure.

Step 7- Elector shall mark his vote and place the ballot in smaller envelope.

step E- The dury fi,ed up and signed declaration in Form l34 attested by the authorized pollofficer arong with crosed enverope (Form l3B) containing the marked balrot paper shall beplaced inside the larger envelope (Form l3C),

step 9' close the larger envelope and handed over the same to the poll offrcer.

Q7' Is it mandatory for a, crectors in the categories ofabsentee voter to vote through
postal ballot?

Ans' No' voting through postar barot is an optionar facility which an absentee voter can
opt, if he so wishes. All others, who do not opt for postal ballot, may vote at lhe polling
station concemed.

Q8' At what rtage, Returning orficer-shourd share information/rist ofabsentee voters in
:*rf:::$,". 

of 80+ eleciors ana persons-,n-iir,'"nt"uiriri., 
with the contesting

Ans' Afler preparation of marked copy of electoral roll, the Retuming officer shall sharelist of absentee voters in the categories of senior citizens and persons with disabilities, who
have been exrended facirity of postal barot with the contesting candidates of recognized
politicar parties, in printed hard copy. Thereafler, a, the candidates shalr be informed about
the schedure of visit for the derivery and corection of postal barots by the teams of porlofficers They may, if desire, depute rheir authorized representatives (incruding the BoothLevel Agents) with prior intimation to lhe Retuming ollicer, to watch the process.

@

Q6. when does the Returning ollicer mark postar beflot in erectorar rol ?

Ans' on receipt of application (Form l2D), the Retuming officer will draw a list of theabsentee voters, whose applications have been received in tir
due verification mark pB asainsr rhe entry of lhe absentee r"::rT1flt"r':;::;:"t'_ffi
applications have been approved by him.
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Signature/thumb impression of such authorized representatives/ Booth Level Agentsaccompanying the poll officers will be taken in rhe ptescribed attendauce sheet.

Q9. Whether an absenl

physicar innrmiry,"*" 
"..,::""""'"':;i:;::r#;,:'":1",ilT.:"1;:,,",,:"r"lT;:

what formalities havc to be completed by the companion and the polling officer?Ans' If an absentee voter in pwD category on the ground of blindness or physicar infirmityrequires assistance ofan adult person for marking his postal bal.lot, aI the provisions ofRure49N of rhe conducl 0f Election Rures, lg6l w,l be applicable. The companion has to give .*declaration in the Form prescribed by the commission and the poring officer shalr keep aI 
record of such cases in Form-I4A. Assistance of poring agents or candidates or political
parties may not be taken. The companion shourd keep the vote secret and he/she can be acted
as the companion ofonly one elector.

QlO, Suppose, application of a COVID-I9 affccted pcrson for postrl ballot has beenapproved by the Returning Officcr, but bcforc issuance of postal ballot by the RO, he
has tested COVID_I9 ncgative. Is he eligiblc to vote at a polling station?

Ans' No once the Reluming officer has issued a postar barot paper to an absentee voter on
the basis of Form-12D, the said voter cannot vote at polling station in person.

Q,' The rast hour of the po, is for covlD-lg suspected/ affected voters. But during
the rrst hour of the po' there may be voters arready in the queue. In that case, wi, thecovlD affected/ suspected voters cast thcir votes after the normar voters in the queue
have completed voting?

Ans. Yes, rhe COVID-I9

voters in the queue have com

fixed for poll.

aff'ected/ suspected voters will cast their votes after the normal
pleted voting They may reach the polring station in the last hour

@


